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Present: Cllr Rob McCullough (Chair) Cllr Tristan Clark Cllr Bob Taylor Cllr Alice Di-Duca Cllr Carol 
Goddard  
Clerk: S Simmons 
Approx 9 members of public including two who are listed to speak 

 
2915. Welcome by the Chairman  

Cllr McCullough welcomed everyone to this meeting. He started by outlining the Surge testing that started 

at the weekend to monitor levels of a new COVID variant and includes residents in BS37 8**. 

As many over 16’s as possible, including those already vaccinated should come forward for this testing.  

Information will be updated on SGC’s website and we will share. Local testing at the Science Park and 

other locations has started well and more locations for Collect and Drop packs will be announced. 

The Clerk is happy to be contacted by anyone needing details of the latest locations. 

Cllr Taylor reported that Westerleigh Village Hall had received an enquiry from SGC on this matter. 

 

2916. Apologies for absence    

Apologies received from Cllr Jon Lean and Cllr Claire Young. 

 

2917. Declarations of Interest under the Localism Act 2011 

None 

 

2918. Reports from South Gloucestershire Councillors on matters relating to the Parish 

2918.1 Response from Cllr Stephen Reade in relation to Minute 2910 Jan11th 2021 

I have discussed the (Design Statement) issue that Cllr Young raised with officers. I understand that 

discussions are on-going at the moment and no preferred approach, either from officers or the PC has 

been finalised. I’ve asked officers to update me as soon as there is more firmed up approach. I will support 

what is best for the community. 

 

2918.2 Response from SGC Planning to Cllr Young in relation to Minute 2910 Jan 11th 2021 

I’ve had the following response from Patrick Conroy regarding Westerleigh Parish Council’s suggestion for 

an alternative approach to recognising the distinctive design features of a community:  

 

Having discussed with colleagues, while we can see the benefits of the approach Westerleigh PC are 

suggesting, this is not something we have factored into preparing as part of the Local Plan 2020 work 

programme and therefore currently do not have the resources to undertake this. 

As I hope the parish council will appreciate, our main priority is to progress the preparation of the new local 

plan spatial strategy and policy framework. The intention is we will include a new policy that will replace 

policies CS1 and PSP1. This will set out how development proposals need to take full account of character 

and local distinctiveness and how master-planning, design codes and the use of local materials all 

contribute to creating well-designed places. This would also need to reflect any statutory requirements 

following the Planning White Paper and potential suggestions to include district wide design codes as part 

of preparing Local Plans, although the Government are yet to provide details/ resources for how this is to 

be undertaken.  My previous reply set out the options we think are available to the parish council to 

progress a refresh of the VDS. 

 

2918.3 District Councillors’ Report 

 

The Current Spread of Covid-19 

The 7 day infection rate within South Gloucestershire, between 23rd and 29th January, was 231.5 per 

100k. This was a 25.1% decrease on the rate between 16th and 22nd January. Cases amongst residents 

aged 60 and older have now started to fall. Residents, however, are being urged to remember that the 

vaccine is not fully effective until you have received two doses and, even then, there is no evidence that 

they cannot pass on the virus to others. Therefore, it is crucial we all continue to follow guidance on hands, 

face and space. The latest data can be found at https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/covid-19-dashboard-for-

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/covid-19-dashboard-for-south-gloucestershire/
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south-gloucestershire/ and at https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map.  

 

Health officials have recently announced the detection of a cluster of cases in Bristol and South 

Gloucestershire of a mutated form of the UK Covid-19 variant (which was first identified in Kent). This is not 

the same variant as identified in South Africa or Brazil. The recent mutation (E484K) will be reviewed by the 

national variant technical group, which may recommend that the Bristol and South Gloucestershire cluster 

should be included in the national programme for further in depth investigation alongside additional action 

such as enhanced contact tracing, epidemiological mapping, additional testing and genome typing.   

  

Although this news of the new mutation is concerning official advice remains same. It is imperative that 

residents continue to observe social distancing guidelines and abide by the restrictions in place. It is 

important that we stay at home unless it is absolutely essential to go out. This includes working from home 

if you can. 

 

Covid Vaccination Programme and Concessionary Bus Passes Changes 

Regionally a majority of care home residents and staff and a significant proportion of over 80-year-olds 

have been vaccinated. Local people aged 75+ are now being contacted about receiving their first 

vaccination dose. If you fall into these categories, but have not yet been contacted, the NHS will be in touch 

soon. Please do not contact your local practice; they will contact you when it is your turn. 

 

There are currently 19 GP surgeries, 2 hospital hubs and the mass site at Ashton Gate delivering 

vaccinations across Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire. 

The roll out has expanded in the last week to include pharmacies and employer hubs who are large 

providers of care. Billings Pharmacy in Kingswood and Ellacombe Pharmacy in Longwell Green have 

joined the programme so far but it is hoped that more pharmacies will shortly follow suit. 

 

The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) and North Somerset Council, to help residents get to 

and from vaccination centres, have removed the time restrictions on the use of concessionary bus passes. 

Passes will now be valid at all times up to Friday 26th February in South Gloucestershire, Bath & North 

East Somerset, Bristol and North Somerset. 

 

The vaccine roll-out is great news, but we must still do our bit to stop the spread by staying at home 

(except for specific essential reasons), following the Hands, Face, Space advice when out, and self-

isolating and getting a test when necessary. Useful information about testing, self-isolation and 

vaccinations can be found at https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/testing/ as well as 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/covid-19-mass-vaccination/.  

 

Library Services during Lockdown 

In line with government guidance, the South Gloucestershire Library Service is now providing click and 

collect, home delivery services to existing users and digital services. Find out more about what services are 

being provided in an alternative form during lockdown at https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-

culture/libraries/changes-to-library-services-during-covid19/. 

 

Phase 1 Consultation on South Gloucestershire Local Plan  

The Phase 1 Consultation is an elementary exercise exploring and discussing the issues, challenges and 

approaches that could inform our new Local Plan. The consultation will run for 12 weeks from Friday 27th 

November 2020 until Monday 1st March 2021. Due to Covid-19 and the current national lockdown this 

consultation will be entirely digital for the early part of December although his situation will be kept under 

close review should circumstances significantly improve.  

 

This consultation we seek people’s views on:  

• the issues and priorities that should shape the Council’s plans for the next 15 years 

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/covid-19-dashboard-for-south-gloucestershire/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map.
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map.
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/testing/
https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/covid-19-mass-vaccination/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/changes-to-library-services-during-covid19/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/changes-to-library-services-during-covid19/
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• how the Council determines its choices (e.g. where to locate large numbers of new homes and jobs, how 

to protect and enhance our built and natural environment, which areas to protect from adverse 

growth/change, etc.). 

• how to approach growth and change in our existing urban areas  

• how we can start considering growth and change in our rural communities 

• the range of planning policies to be included in the new Local Plan 

• early drafts of some policies (e.g. climate change, design, parking, etc.)  

 

This first consultation will not address the overall housing requirement or where major development will be 

directed. Nor will it suggest any revisions to the Green Belt or defined settlement boundaries. It is about 

early ideas, discussions and suggested approaches which will inform subsequent drafting stages.  The 

consultation documents and supporting information are available at www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplan. 

 

Consultations 

To support the production of the forthcoming Local Plan 2020, as well as provide evidence for the review of 

planning policies CS8 and PSP11, South Gloucestershire Council has produced the first drafts of 71 Data 

and Access Profiles (DAPs). They are updated versions of the Sustainable Access Profiles (SAPs) that 

formed part of the abandoned Joint Spatial Plan and Local Plan 2018-36. They cover both urban and rural 

settlements. DAPs should contain pertinent factual information about these settlements from a planning 

perspective; they are designed to function as part of the evidence base for Phase Two of the Local Plan 

(due out towards the end of 2021) and the final draft of Local Plan document that aims to be submitted for 

adoption in 2023.  

 

This consultation allows residents to review the DAPs and submit comments/corrections for officers to 

review. Residents can highlight any omissions or errors within the DAPs so they can be amended prior to 

the forthcoming stages the Local Plan. All of the DAPs can be found at 

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/DAPS2020/. The consultation opened on 27th November 

2020 and closes on 1st March 2021. 

 

There were no questions arising from these reports. 

 

 

2919. Pre-arranged items from members of Public  

2919.1 Dean Ashpole-Chapman to speak in relation to Serridge Lane Mafeking Scout building plans & 

Grant Application 

Mr Ashpole-Chapman gave an overview of why new Community Space will be so valuable in the coming 

times as young people get back into circulation.  Prior to the pandemic availability of activity space was low 

and in scouting there have been waiting lists for membership unable to be fulfilled.   

The current Mafeking building is not fit for purpose or safe for young people so the plan is to do a 

replacement project this year with a wooden structure costing around £80k whilst fundraising over 15-20 

years for a future permanent centre. (£1.6m) 

It is hoped that Planning will allow demolition, a new base, and the timber building, forming an 

environmentally friendly and well insulated community facility. (A pre-planning enquiry is currently with 

SGC) 

Various local Councils have been, or will be, approached for grants and 61% of the money has been 

raised. 

 

NB Westerleigh Parish Council has received a grant application for £10,000 towards this project.  This will 

be decided on at a future Parish Council meeting once planning permission is granted and on reviewing the 

funding situation at that point. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Fiona/Documents/AGENDA%20WPC/2021/www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplan
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/DAPS2020/
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2919.2 Christopher Burton – to speak in relation to proposed development at BellaVista in Westerleigh 

village 

Mr Burton showed 3 slides which are attached to these Minutes as Appendix 1. 

He reported: 

Following an initial discussion with this Parish Council at the end of summer 2020 and a slow down 

because of the pandemic we are now seeking opinions from the Council and residents on proposals at the 

Bella Vista site on Westerleigh Road in Westerleigh village. 

The proposal is to build up to 25 affordable homes on the land at the current Bella Vista property.  That 

would be social housing, and shared ownership schemes which would enable affordability.  An access road 

would be built by partial or full demolition of the current Bella Vista property.  Neighbours will be written to 

for information and opinions.  The SGC Housing Enabling team are being approached. 

 

Questions arising: 

Mr Burton was asked if this proposal was working under the Rural Housing Exception Scheme as the 

location is outside the settlement boundary and in the Green Belt.  Mr Burton implied it wasn’t wholly 

possible as that scheme limits numbers to 10-12. 

Mr Burton was asked how the ‘Local Connection’ element of a Rural Exception Scheme would be 

implemented – this wasn’t clear. 

Mr Burton was asked if he would conduct a Housing Needs Survey and he replied he felt that data is 

available to show that surrounding villages and towns have a need for affordable housing. 

Residents can write to Mr Burton at Chris Burton MPlan MRTPI, Sutherland Property & Legal Services 
Ltd., 1st Floor, 1 Stamford Fort Cottages, Stamford Road, Plymouth PL9 9SQ 

Or email Chris@Sutherlandpls.com 
 
Point for residents to note – any planning application will appear on future Parish Council agenda 
and anyone wishing to speak can contact the Clerk during the week before the relevant meeting. 

 

2920. Parish Councillor Reports – written submissions, taken as read with questions taken as necessary 

There were no Parish Councillor reports.  Cllr McCullough attended the Yate Vision for the Future meeting 

today and will report at the March meeting.   

 

2921. Council to Approve Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on January 11th 2021  

The Minutes of the January 11th Parish Council meeting were unanimously approved by the Cllrs present 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

2922. Council to note receipt of monthly finance documents for January 2021 

Noted with no questions arising.  The list of January payments is attached to these Minutes as Appendix 2. 

 

2923. Council to consider Planning Applications (other than those dealt with under COVID-19 Standing orders) 

Applications & comments are listed on: http://www.westerleighparishcouncil.org.uk/parishioners-planning/ 

Applications since the last meeting are listed as Appendix 3 of these Minutes. 

 

2924. Council to receive Clerk report regarding ongoing matters and approvals where required including: 

 

New Facebook page and Communications update 

The new Facebook page has started well and provides an extra outlet for announcements which is 

particularly helpful.  Booklets have been delivered with an introduction to the Parish Council, to new 

residents on Blackberry Park (Rowdell Avenue and Park Leaze) 

 

Chris@Sutherlandpls.com
http://www.westerleighparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/DRAFT-Minutes-WPC-meeting-20.07.2020-Zoom.pdf
http://www.westerleighparishcouncil.org.uk/parishioners-planning/
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Budget for otter fencing project 

Following evidence of otter predation at the Bitterwell Fishery an electric fence was purchased by the PC 

and installed by the Lake Manager as a temporary deterrent.  This cost £659 of the £5000 allocated.  The 

quotes for permanent otter fencing have been revised with accurate requirements and are as follows: 

Stockdale Fencing £22500 

Formosa Fencing £12000 

Otterstop £9630 

James Dunn £21840 

 

Otterstop are the specialists in this field and the Clerk recommends this quote.  Angling Trust have 

promised £5000 towards this leaving a shortfall on the allocated budget of around £500.  The Cllrs 

approved this additional expenditure and use of Otterstop for this project.  There will also be a requirement 

to modify some of the fishing platforms on the western side of the lake.  The Lake Manager has supplied 

drawings and wishes to quote so the Clerk will obtain comparison quotes.  This can be discussed at the  

E & L meeting on 22/2/21. 

 

Progress with Insurance Renewal quotes 

Ongoing 

 

Council Tax liability on Bitterwell Chalet 

The SGC Revenue Officer has confirmed that the new liability started on the move in date of the tenants – 

Dec 1st 2020 

 

Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting 

An Annual Parish Meeting for local organisations to gather and present their plans and offerings normally 

happens in April, hosted by the Parish Council.  Last years meeting was cancelled as it was due two weeks 

after the start of Lockdown1.  Councillors agreed to postpone this years meeting until fully participative 

meetings in a hall can take place. The Clerk was asked to contact local groups explaining this and offering 

the option to submit a short video which will be posted on our Facebook page to promote their activities. 

 

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

By law this meeting has to take place in May. The legislation allowing virtual meetings expires on May 7th 

unless it is extended before then.  The Westerleigh PC Annual Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 

May 10th.  It was agreed that IF the legislation is not extended to allow that meeting to be on Zoom then the 

date will be changed to Thursday May 6th.  (This is the meeting where Election of Chair and Vice for the 

coming year is made, Committees sorted, and start of end of year finance requirements are presented by 

the Clerk.) 

 

Vacancies for Coalpit Heath Parish Councillors 

This Parish Council has three vacancies for Coalpit Heath.  Anyone interested should contact the Clerk for 

information.  From Feb 10th, if no election is called, appointment to the Parish Council can now be by co-

option. (A simple voting onto the Council by the current Cllrs) 

 

Tree report for Discharge of Planning Condition 

Wotton Tree Consultancy provided the report and this has been sent into to SGC Planning. This will 

hopefully discharge the final planning condition on the new Chalet.  

 

2925. Correspondence/Communication with Westerleigh Parish Council 
From SGC 
-      March 2021 Census information 
Sunday March 21st is the ten year Census date.  The aim is to complete predominantly online but there will 
be a card to every household in the first two weeks of March with a number to call if a paper version is 
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needed. 
 
-      Temporary road closure Nibley Lane (south of Badminton Rd) This closure is required in 
connection due to works road crossing for a new electricity supply and installation of new cables to allow 
the removal of overhead cables.  Estimated from 22nd February to 25th February 2021. 
 
-      Possible 5 day closure of Coalsack Lane from its junction with Westerleigh Road 
to its junction with The Hollows.(After March 1st) 
 
-      Letter from Revenue Officer dealing with Council Tax at Bitterwell Chalet 
 
-      Temporary closure of Stover Rd/Yate Rd Iron Acton after March 6th for two nights 8pm-6am for 
drainage work. 
 
Other 
- From Dodington PC – communications over Shire Way mud on road & lorry speeding issues 

 
- Email and messages from residents concerned over Bella Vista development plan 

 

- Yate town improvement masterplan – next stage workshops (third date Tuesday 23rd February 2021 

7.00pm to 8.30pm) 
 

- Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill Alliance team re the Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) 
Bill 
 

- Thank you letter from GWAAC for grant in January 2021 
 

-    Information Commissioner (ICO) Annual £35 GDPR registration due in March  
 
-     Confirmation of S137 limits for 2021/22 set as £8.41 per elector.  (Approx £20,500 for WPC) 
 
 

2926. Council to consider responses to Consultations 
Continuation of Parish Council comments on Local Plan Phase 1 Consultation 
 
In general the document is currently very broad and principles based – and, of course, the principles 
appear sound. Everyone would want to create sustainable communities, provide energy efficient housing, 
protect heritage assets and so on. The issue will be how and where these principles are implemented. 

  
Other comments were agreed as follows  

  
1. Speculative Development  

Page 38 says, “In recent years, unplanned speculative development has put pressure on the character 
and some services and facilities in some of our villages and settlements without fully understanding the 
needs and requirements of those rural communities.” 
  
This unplanned speculative development HAS impacted our Parish and the consultation now seems to be 
admitting this was wrong and now needs to be corrected in the local plan. But those speculative 
applications didn’t approve themselves! It was the Council itself that approved them despite them being 
contrary to the existing plan. Should we be questioning how we can have confidence that the new Local 
Plan will be adhered to when the Council is admitting that the Core Strategy and Policy, Sites and Places 
plans have not?  Examples were given of applications with clear objections supported by policies and yet 
consent granted (EG takeaway near school in Staple Hill) 
  

2. Alternate Fuel Cars  
Page 39 talks about an increased requirement for infrastructure to run alternate fuel cars including 
electric vehicles. The consultation says the new Local Plan MAY need to set policy to require the 
provision of this infrastructure.  Our response should state that we think that the Local Plan SHOULD set 
this policy – it seems like a wasted opportunity if it doesn’t. 
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3. The Green Belt  
On page 56 the document states that the current purpose of the green belt is to separate communities 
and prevent urban sprawl and even says how successful it has been in preventing areas such as Coalpit 
Heath and Yate being subsumed by Bristol. It says it’s NOT about the type or use of land in the green 
belt.  
  
The consultation walks back from this position by stating “If the Bristol and Bath Green Belt is reviewed, 
and parts of it are required to meet growth needs, ensure its long term purpose and function is 
maintained and its recreational value enhanced” 
  
If we accept that the purpose of the Green Belt is to prevent urban sprawl then currently it’s recreational 
value isn’t relevant. If we accept its long term purpose is (as stated) to prevent urban sprawl then we 
should be recommending that incursions into the green belt are carefully considered and limited. Whilst 
not against enhanced recreational value in the green belt the Local Plan needs to be honest that this 
“enhanced recreational value” is simply there to offset the damage done by the reduction is size. 
 
As in the comments at the last meeting to limit urban sprawl and loss or rural character Rural Exception 
Schemes and Housing Needs Surveys should be used. 
 
A village or hamlet should remain a village or hamlet. 
 
Building Blocks 1-5 

  
Page 62 talks about using five building blocks to build towards the (current) target of 1412 new homes 
across South Glos per year. It says that the primary building block should be brown field development in 
urban areas (as per the current NPPF) and then sets out building blocks 2-5 which all involve some form 
of rural or green belt development. 
  
By numbering the primary building block number one and then setting out four more it’s easy to interpret 
this as building blocks two to five being ordered in order of preference. If they were this would be good for 
our Parish’s green belt because “rural villages and settlements” doesn’t come until building block 4.  
The document needs to be clearer and make the point that once urban development possibilities are 
exhausted (Building Block 1), the remaining building blocks are NOT in order of preference and that a 
mixture of building blocks will be used. It should outline the principles for how these blocks would be 
ordered or prioritised. 
Large scale development of rural settlements should never be acceptable and there should be principles 
that protect this. 
 
The final comment reiterated - The issue will be IF, HOW and WHERE the plan principles are 
implemented. 
 
The Clerk will compile all the comments from this meeting and the January 11th meeting into one 
submission and circulate prior to submission. 

  
2927. Council to consider RESOLUTION to continue with COVID-19 Delegated Powers to the Clerk and to 

continue dealing with Grant Applications & Planning Applications by email 

 

This Resolution was Proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Clark and approved by all Councillors. 

 

2928. Items considered urgent or exempt by the Chairman   

None, since the Surge Testing had been covered in the Welcome. 

 

2929. Dates of future Parish Council meetings/Committee meetings 

Environment & Leisure Committee Monday Feb 22nd 7pm Zoom 

Full Parish Council meeting Monday March 8th 7pm Zoom 

 

The meeting ended at 8.15pm 

  



Appendix 1: Slides shown by Mr C Burton for Minute 2919.2 
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End of slides 

  



Appendix 2 : Council payments list for January 2021 
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P21/00538/F Raising of and alterations to roofline, erection of two storey front and side 

extensions to form additional living accommodation. Cloverlea,  The Hollows Coalpit Heath 

South Gloucestershire BS36 2UU 

Westerleigh Parish Council has no comment to make on this proposal. 

 

P21/00128/F Erection of a single storey side extension to form additional living 

accommodation | Elmbarn Farm Westerleigh Road Westerleigh South Gloucestershire BS37 

8QF 

Westerleigh Parish Council has no objection although there are concerns over Conservation 

issues at the site that have been raised previously and ignored. 
 

https://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QNUVIEOKLDK00&prevPage=inTray
https://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QMKKSCOKKL400&prevPage=inTray

